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Editorial

Well, that was a Jubilee to remember! And what a success it was, with so many
events going on. For me, the street party was right up there, but each one of us will
have their favourite memory. We would like to thank everyone who made this such
a success, too many to name individually. From the Wot’s On Team, thank you to
you all.

In this issue you will find a selection of your Jubilee photographs for us all to enjoy
and remember. Here at Wots On we have decided to hold a small competition and
award a prize to the best one, judged by Claire Norris, our photographer. Judging will
take place before the next issue, with the winner announced then and one of Kate's
Cakes as the prize!
We had hoped to have a competition to help to name the streets in our new
development, but the deadline for submissions was too short – the council provided
some suggestions, (and Roady McRoadFace was not one of them!). Now wait to see
how, when and if this development proceeds.
Of special interest inside this issue is an article on the Balsam Centre and its unsung, but
vital, work within our community; we are fortunate to have such a facility close to us.
St Nicholas’ church features in a couple of ways. First is their initiative in starting the
Village Fridge and Larder, where one could drop off any extra food and produce that
could not be used so this could be used by those with a greater need; a great place for the
keen gardeners to drop off their surplus fruit and vegetables. At the other end of the
spectrum is the concert by Wincanton Silver Band to be held in the church. Always a
stirring sound, which will sound even better in the church. The church is also the venue
for “Music and Words”, a wonderful evening of music by our own Elysium musicians.
It happens when there is a 5th Sunday in the month, next on 30th October.
Our readership is getting wider; Wayne
Pullen, Butcher, of Milborne Port, has agreed
to hold a few extra copies for the residents
there, and we have recently learned that a
couple of copies have found their way to
Adelaide, Australia, where an ex-villager
now lives. If you know of any ex-residents
that you feel would like a copy we will
endeavour to find a few extras.
Lastly, a big thank you to Claire, our
photographer, for catching a colourful picture
of summer in the garden for our front cover.
Enjoy our latest issue!
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Wot’s On each week in the Village Hall
Monday 10 am–12:00

Art Group – contact Liz Holbrook 363193

Monday 2–3 pm

Table tennis – contact U3A - Helen Howlett 363722

Alternate Mondays 2:30

Bridge—Howard Warden 363257

Tuesday 10:30 -12:00 am

Mother and Baby group – just come along

Tuesday 7–8:30 pm

Yoga – just come along

Wed 9:30—10:30 am

Jazzercise—Justine 07780 830513 or just come along

Wednesday 2-3 pm

Line Dancing – contact Ros Browning 363016

Wednesday 7-8 pm

Yoga – just come along

Thursday 7:45–8:45 pm

Line Dancing – contact Ros Browning 363016

Friday 9:30 –11 am

Jazzercise—Justine 07780 830513 or just come along

Friday 10:30 am–12:00

Loose Ends coffee morning – contact Gail Cullum 362878

Friday 2–3 pm

Table tennis – contact U3A - Helen Howlett 363722

Though our listing details were correct at the time of publication, we recommend checking with the venue or organisers before attending, to avoid disappointment.

Wot’s On elsewhere
Car Boot Sale—monthly

Village Hall website, contact John Watson

Cameo – meets monthly

contact Ros Browning 363016

Book Club – meets monthly

contact Gail Cullum 362878

Bell Ringing—weekly

contact Christine Crowther 365870

U3A—meets bi-monthly

contact Susan Kidd 362107

Bridge – meets twice monthly

contact Howard Warden 363257

Mother & Toddler

9 am Wed mornings at the church, come along

WI

contact Sue Latimer 365765
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Activities continued

Late August
Wednesday
24 August, 1-5pm

Family Fun Day, Henstridge
rec ground

For more info speak to Steve
Burrows: 07710 120564

Thursday
25th August, 8:30 pm

Monthly Pub Quiz, Bird in
Hand

£1 per person, call 362255 for
info.

Saturday
27 August from 10 am

Wings and Wheels
Henstridge Airfield

Entry £5—Wingsand
wheelshenstridge.com

Saturday
27 August 12-4 pm

Kate’s Kitchen Picnic in the
Park, Henstridge Rec

To prebook or reserve call
365870 or kateskitchenbakery.com

Saturday
27 August 7 pm

Pride and Prejudice Open Air
Theatre, Yeovil Country
Park

Tickets £11-18,
Octagon-theatre.co.uk

Sunday
28th August 2-5 pm

Sherborne Historic Vehicle
Rally, Sherborne School

Entry £5
Rcsc.org.uk

Sunday
28th August from 12

Village Cricket Rematch
Henstridge Rec

No need to book, just turn up,
bring a picnic

Saturday
3 Sept 1-4 pm

Felting—Nature garlands
Henstridge Village Hall

£15 per person, book with

Sunday
11 Sept from 6:30 pm

Film Night
Henstridge Village Hall

Tickets £7, Contact Ros
Browning on 363016 for info

Saturday
17 September

EAT Festival
Yeovil

For more info see
Eatfestivals.org

September
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helen.winkworth@hotmail.co.uk

Activities continued

September
Saturday
24 Sept 5:00—8:00 pm

5K Twilight Shift
Henstridge Airfield
Run/walk/jog 5K for Dorset &
Somerset Air Ambulance

Register

Sunday
25 Sept 10 am—4 pm

Gartell Light Railway Open Day,
near Templecombe

Info:
http://newglr.weebly.com

Thursday
29 Sept, starts 8:30 pm

Monthly Pub Quiz, Bird in
Hand

£1 per person, call 362255
for info.

Friday
30 Sept, 10:30 am—12

MacMillan Coffee Morning
Henstridge Village Hall

To volunteer or for more
info contact Gail Cullum
362878

Through October

Yeovil Literary Festival
Yeovil—many guest authors

Book tickets: www.yeovil
literaryfestival.co.uk

Saturday
1 October 7:30 pm

Wincanton Silver Band
St Nicholas Church

Tickets £10 per adult, £5
per child. Contact the
church for more info.

October 13-17

Sherborne Pack Monday Fair,
various locations

Info:
packmondayfair.com

Thursday
13 October, afternoon

Wincanton Racecourse season
opener

Info:Thejockeyclub.co.uk
/wincanton

Saturday
22 October, 7:15 for 8 pm

Marie Lloyd Stole My Life
One woman show, Henstridge
Village Hall

Tickets £10 advance, £12
on the door
Book 364063

www.dsairambulance.org.uk

October

williams2sr@btinternet.com
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Activities continued

October
Thursday
27 October starts 8:30 pm

Monthly Pub Quiz, Bird in
Hand

£1 per person, call 362255 for
info.

Saturday
29th October, 6 pm

All Hallows Spooktacular
St Michaels & All Angels
Church, Yeovil

Tickets £3—£10
Info: allevents.in/yeovil

Sunday
30th October, 6:30 pm

Music & Words
St Nicholas Church

Free, just show up, donations

Saturday
12 November

Sherborne Castle Firework
Extravaganza

Info—sherbornecastle.com

Sunday
13 November 6:30 pm

Film Night
Henstridge Village Hall

Tickets £7, Contact Ros
Browning on 363016 for info

Tuesday
22 November

Wincanton Christmas Fair
Wincanton Racecourse

Entry £3, Info—

Thursday
24 Nov starts 8:30 pm

Monthly Pub Quiz, Bird in
Hand

£1 per person, call 362255 for
info.

Saturday
26 November 7:30 pm

Sherborne Abbey Chamber
Choir concert

Further info to be announced, check
Sherborneabbey.com/whatson

November

wincantonchristmasfair.co.uk

Have an event going on in January—March? Get in touch with us by 1st November at
wotsoneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.
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The Young Ones

Explorers
What a busy summer term we have
had at Explorers and the children
have been amazing.

For the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we
invited the children and their parents
and carers to join us for a “Street Party” and party games in the Explorers
Garden. The children dressed up as
kings and queens and wore red, white
and blue. The children made crowns
to wear, made bunting and flags and made Buckingham Palace from junk modelling materials. The children received a special jubilee medal as a memento of the Jubilee.
Great fun was had by all on the day.
The children have worked hard, tending to
the vegetables that they had planted and
were rewarded with a bumper crop of
potatoes which they took home to share
with their families.

For the first time in two years, we were
able to have our annual trip. We went to
Moors Valley Country Park where the
children had a great time wiggling
through giant snakes in the Snake Pit, climbing on the “Crocodile Crossing” and balancing on the giant spiders on the play trail. They also had the opportunity to go onto the
Tree Top Trail which is a long wooden walkway that takes you up amongst the trees. We
ended the trip with ice creams and a ride on the narrow-gauge steam train.
At the end of term, we had a picnic in
Henstridge Park where we said
“Goodbye” to the children moving to
primary school in September.
Explorers is open from Monday to Friday
from 8.45am-3.15pm during term time.
We have spaces available for September
so if you would like more information,
please visit the website www.explorerspreschool.org.uk email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. Or call
07792240804.
Anna Swinburn
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The Young Ones continued

Rainbows and Brownies
We have had a full summer term of activities for the first time since 2019. It has been so
lovely to get out onto the school field for water games and activities. We ended the term
with a visit from an outside activity provider for axe throwing and soft archery. The girls,
their parents and some siblings had a fantastic time and not a drop of blood was shed.
We were joined by Guides later in the evening and all 3 sections held promise ceremonies
for girls.

We start back on Monday 12th September and I will be contacting anyone who has made
enquiries via Girlguiding to join us to update you on availability of places.
Woodpecker/ Brown Owl 01963 370769 07712 824747 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Church Matters

From the Rector
The letter that Paul wrote to the Christians in Colossae thousands of years ago is
still very relevant today. It has some wonderful words of encouragement about the
Christian hope we have when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. A whole
new vista of opportunities opens up to us, enabling us to be more fully alive to who
God created us to be, as we experience first hand what it means to be loved and
forgiven by our holy and just God.

Of note is his encouragement to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. And, going further, to bear with one another,
forgiving others just as the Lord has forgiven us. And still further, the admonition
to clothe ourselves with love, allowing the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts – with a
thankful disposition.
This might seem like a tough and almost impossible ask, especially when we are angry,
hurt, lonely, frustrated, or struggling. And it is. Until we remember that these godly
behaviours and responses that Paul is encouraging us to live out authentically, become
possible as we yield to the Lord, allowing him to do his transformative work of restoring

St Nicholas Church Henstridge
Church Street
Henstridge BA8 0QE

Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers
The Vicarage, Church Street,
Henstridge BA8 0QE
Tel: 01963 363832
Email: revkrogers@gmail.com
Churchwardens:
Jenny Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: jennybates@waitrose.com
Jane Jeanes
Redlands
Stowell, Sherborne
Dorset DT9 4PD
Tel: 01963 370769
Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Officers of the PCC:
Vice Chair
Hugo Barton
Viners
Blackmore Lane
Henstridge
BA8 0SN
Tel. 01963 363193
Email: lizandhugo@btinternet.com
Treasurer
Keith Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com
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Church Matters continued

God’s marred image in us again.
Attending church regularly helps us with this but is never sufficient by itself. We are
called to prayer, bible reading, worship, and service every day. Then we will see more
readily all the benefits of his passion and resurrection emanating through our lives to our
family, friends, colleagues, networks and neighbours. We will become more fully alive to
God, to others, and to ourselves as we yield to the transformative message of our
Christian hope.
Services in the church are on Sundays at 10.30am. The fourth Sunday rotates between
Horsington, Templecombe, and Henstridge. And the fifth Sunday service is usually
something different. Do keep an eye on our notice boards and for more detail, on the
website, www.achurchnearyou.com.
A postscript: The Community Fridge at the back of church is for everyone – if you have
surplus, drop it off. If you need, help yourself. This is a fridge for the community,
belonging to the community.
Kind regards,
Rev Kevin (Tel: 01963 363832)
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Parish Council

Open Spaces Committee

The Queen’s Jubilee border is already
filling out thanks to the perennial and
annual planting and the wild flower
patch that will soon be in flower. We
have had one tree that failed to break
bud and that will be replaced in the
Autumn. The irrigation system is now
working well and the mulch is doing its
job of holding in the moisture. A list of
all the trees finally has been displayed, so
test your knowledge by matching the names

The Parish Council has recently received a
number of reports regarding vandalism
and antisocial behaviour within Henstridge.
To help combat crime,
and
antisocial behaviour please report to Avon
and Somerset Police as soon as possible
via the following methods:
In an emergency, call 999.
For non-emergency matters, call 101 or
report online via
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report
To report crime anonymously, contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111
or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Henstridge Parish
Council
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO
Henstridge Parish Council
14 Everlanes Close
Milborne Port
Sherborne
Dorset
DT9 5FT
Mob: 07745 270285
Tel: 01963 250015
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

to the plants. We are now planning the
under planting of the border with bulbs and
ground cover plants to add more diversity.
At the top of the border we still have some
work to do before the mulch goes down.
This work and all the weeding prior to
mulching has been carried out by
parishioners.
My Henstridge Heroes have reformed,
coming under the banner of PEG’S (the
Parish Enhancement Group).
They have
lots of ideas for new projects and are taking
on the maintenance of the projects already
done. Well done to them all. The picnic
tables have now all been put in place and the

Meet the Parish Council:
Chair—Ken Courtney
Dennis Finch
Elspeth Graham
Barry Howlett
Jane Rose
Ashley Shirlin
Peter Thompson

Vice Chair—David Nichols
Adrian Gaymer
John Graham
Carolyn Nichols
Andy Scard
Christine Steel

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.
In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk.
Page 10

Parish Council contd

Arch is ready for climbers to be planted. What a lovely fragrant spot it will be next year
to sit and have a chat! The window boxes at the Village Hall were planted by a
parishioner ready for the Jubilee weekend and don’t they look splendid, a big thank you
to that very thoughtful person.
At the Annual Parish Meeting the public were given a choice of three trees for the Parish
Council to plant as a memorial tree for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the tree chosen was
a Ginkgo Biloba, a tree that can live for 2000 years and a tree the Queen herself planted at
Kew Gardens. It was planted with much ceremony by Ken Courtney Chair of the Parish
Council and attended by a huge crowd of parishioners, on the Friday of the Jubilee
holiday.
Carolyn Nichols
Chair of the Open Spaces Committee

RHS Britain in Bloom
Judging took place on the 14th July and it was another of those very hot days. We were
all in a bit of a fluster as the Clerk had returned from holiday and promptly gone down
with Covid, so we had to rally round and change things at the last minute.
We all gathered at the hall and greeted the two Judges and gave a presentation over
coffee. They were shown the photographs of the WI’s work at Oak Vale Wood putting up
the bird box and the lovely rustic bench, and various shots of the community’s
involvement with the huge amount of weeding that was carried out prior to the mulch
being laid. Also pictures of the planters at Yenston and the White Gate by Station
Gardens.
We started the tour at the War Memorial where the flower bed and pots were admired.
Then on to the school and Mrs Howell, the school’s gardener and a very knowledgeable
group of children gave us a tour of the gardens, including a new area they had planted
up since our last visit. Both Judges were very impressed with the in depth skills being
taught and how the natural world was embedded in the curriculum.
Our tour was to have included Oak Vale Wood and the allotments but the day was so hot
we went straight on to the Churchyard where we showed the rejuvenated beds by the
Church and the long border in the car park, both of which were looking wonderful.
Then we took them down St Nicholas Path through the estate into the Recreation Ground
where they were shown the Queen’s Jubilee border looking splendid and pristine as the
mulch had gone on the just day before. We walked around the perimeter path so that
they could see new arch and play area and the window boxes at the village hall.
Then down Ash Walk where we stopped for them to see the new planting by the notice
board, then into the Bird in Hand for a buffet lunch. Thank you to Mark and the team—
they did us proud. So proud we were able to take a couple of platters full to the school for
their afternoon break.
Thank you to all those who rallied round, your willing hands really made a difference to
the potential outcome, and to me personally.
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Parish Council contd

Thanks to the new Henstridge Gardening Club who were a great help. We wish them
well with all their plans.
We hope that our efforts will bring joy to our community for many years to come. If you
would like to be involved by giving an hour of your time now and again please get in
touch.
The presentation of the awards will take place in October at Haselbury Mill near
Crewkerne, when we will know what grade we have achieved.
Carolyn Nichols Chair Open Spaces Committee
carolyn.nichols@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Brian Kinder & Son
Motor engineers
Servicing & repairs to all makes
Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,
Henstridge BA80TG
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com
Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk

Specialist work
. Asbestos Removal
. Graffiti Removal
. Bio-Hazard and Decontamination
. Roof Cleaning And Treatments
. Render Cleaning
. Waste Removal legally compliant to HSE Guidelines
. For other cleaning work please
visit our website
For Certain works stage payments can be arranged
Tel: 01963 364588
Web: www.razdaz.co.uk
Email: info@razdaz.co.uk
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Autumn Recipe

Eva’s Courgette Cake
Cake recipes including vegetables as an ingredient are now quite popular and there
are many recipes which use carrots, beetroot, parsnips, pumpkin and courgettes.
This courgette cake recipe came from Denmark about 30yrs ago and I always just
called it Eva’s Cake as she was our host and wrote out her family recipe. It is very
easy to make, uses up courgettes, and keeps well.
There is a lot of courgette in it, and nuts. It is quite a mild flavoured cake so you
may choose to add other flavourings such as orange or lime zest, or even use
mainly chopped almonds rather than mixed nuts and almond essence rather than
vanilla. Eva’s cake was not iced or filled as she was sugar conscious and plain, it is
very nice as an everyday cake to have with coffee or at tea time.

I baked in a 9inch high sided cake tin, lined with baking parchment.
The picture of the cut cake shows the crumb which is light, moist and nutty.
Cake Ingredients
3 eggs
200g caster sugar
250ml flavourless oil
360g grated or very finely chopped
courgette
(courgette can vary in moisture – drain in a
sieve for 5min if it seems very wet)
300g plain flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
200g chopped nuts
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon salt
Method
Prepare your tin. Set oven to 170C (fan) , 180C non fan. The cake will need to bake for
one hour, plus 5 min if needed.
Beat the sugar and eggs together until fluffy , and then stir in all the other ingredients
until well mixed. Tip into your prepared tin, smooth gently and bake.
After an hour the cake should feel firm to touch, golden brown and be starting to shrink
away from the edge of the tin. If in doubt push a skewer into the centre of the cake and if
not cooked damp cake mixture will stick to the skewer – give it another 5 to 10 mins.
When cooked leave for 10 mins to cool a little, then tip out to finish cooling on a wire
rack. It is quite a light moist cake so tip gently. It keeps well, covered or in a tin, in a cool
place.
Jenny Bartholomew
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Your Jubilee photos—a weekend to remember
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Your Jubilee photos—a weekend to remember!
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News & Events

Henstridge Village Hall
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations held at the hall were all a rip
roaring success thanks to the hours of work put in by so many folk.
Which brings me to “Where would we be without our Village Hall?” The hall is
very well attended, we do have some regular slots available and can usually fit in
one off events. The bookings bring in a fair income but with the overhead costs rising we must get back to some serious fund raising.

We are holding a One Woman Music Hall event on the 22nd October titled Marie
Lloyd Stole My Life performed by Lottie Walker who has taken her show to many
small venues in London and all over the country. This is a first for us and we hope you
will come along and join in the fun. Watch out for the posters coming very soon.
We are still holding our car boot and table top sales on the 4th Sunday of each month,
there are lots of different interesting sellers each time. When you have perused them all,
sit and have natter over a cuppa and maybe choose a little something from our breakfast
menu, we even serve Doggy Breakfasts.
We are working on new ideas for raising funds and as soon as we can we will post the
information of those events. We are always open to suggestions for events if you have a
good idea let us know.
We have been very fortunate to have been gifted a projector for the Lounge. We have also
just received the propositions and quotes for the media system for the main hall. So hopefully by the Autumn we will be progressing the Film Club.
We have just purchased two large fans to help keep you all cool in this very hot weather.
After the Parish Council elections in May a new representative for the Parish Council
stepped forward and has joined the Village Hall Management Committee. We welcome
Christine Steel and look forward to working with her, David Nichols who was the representative for many years stood down and now remains as a Trustee in his own right.
We are still looking for new members to join the committee to help us. We meet just once
a month generally on a Thursday morning, and we need people who have vision and
want to see their Village Hall flourish. If you only have a little time to spare once in a
while, to help at fundraising events or with little jobs that may need doing, become a
Friend of the Hall and join the list of willing folk who we can call on to lend a hand.
Please note my new email address the previous address was hacked and if you have it on
your list please blacklist it.
Carolyn Nichols Village Hall Chair Telephone No: 01963 363123
carolyn.nichols@mail.com or henstridgebookings@gmail.com
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News & Events continued

MARIE LLOYD STOLE MY LIFE
By J.J. Leppink
The Management Committee of Henstridge Village Hall are delighted to welcome the
visit of Blue Fire Theatre bringing its acclaimed production, MARIE LLOYD STOLE MY
LIFE to our stage on
Saturday 22nd October
Lottie Walker plays Nelly Power, a Music Hall artiste in late Victorian London. The story
of Nelly’s fascinating life is told through Nelly’s reminiscences interspersed with wellknown Music Hall songs played by James on the keyboard (audience participation encouraged – as long as you don’t sing better than Nelly!)
Four thousand people went to Nelly’s funeral. Famous Music Hall songs of the day
were written for her, but, very sadly, now she is largely forgotten. The aim of this show
is to change that!
Blue Fire has toured this show for the past three years (Covid 19 permitting) to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, London Fringe venues plus other venues in the South of England.
Come along on October 22nd – Doors open 7.15pm for an 8.00pm start. There will be a
licensed Bar selling beer, wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee (unfortunately for Nelly, there
will be no gin!).
Tickets £10 in advance or should there be any left(!!) £12 on the door.
Box Office 01963 364063 or via williams2sr@btinternet.com.
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News & Events continued

Milborne Port Opera – New Season!
Milborne Port Opera will soon be starting
rehearsals for our 2023 show, Gilbert and
Sullivan’s The Yeomen of the Guard. Why
not come and join us this year? We are
looking for enthusiastic singers. Men are
particularly welcome. Don’t worry if you
haven’t been on stage before! We are a
friendly bunch and rehearsals are fun.
We are having an Open Rehearsal on 8th
September in Milborne Port Primary
School, when anyone can come along and
see what we are all about and have a sing.
Thereafter, we rehearse weekly on Thursday evenings until the performances the
week after Easter 2023. Any questions
ring Candice on 07788 437063, or leave a
message on our Facebook page (Milborne Port Opera).

Parish Enhancement Group (PEG)
Well done Henstridge….. what an amazing display of colourful bunting and Union Jack
flags flying. The Jubilee decorations and celebrations in the Parish were amazing. Well
done to all the volunteers and helpers and a special thank you to the Parish Enhancement
Group Committee and volunteer helpers, the flags throughout the village were glorious
and so patriotic
I wish to extend a special sincere thank you to Andy McMillan, from the PEG’s Committee and volunteers, for his capable leadership and achieving steerage of PEG’s these
past years. These have been very challenging years and Andy’s resignation earlier this
year left a huge gap that will be hard to fill.
My name is Christine Steel and I have recently been elected to the Henstridge Parish
Council and subsequently taken on the role of Chairperson of PEG’s….my thanks to Helen and Barry Howlett for agreeing to continue in their roles on the PEG’s Committee and
the support of all the volunteers that make up the backbone of this wonderful community
minded group of neighbours.
PEG’s has historically been at the forefront of the Parish Christmas season decorations.
2022 plans are well under way with trees and lights on order from Julie at Grass Roots,
the local garden centre . The Parish Council must be thanked, for the generous Grant they
recently awarded PEG’s, to be used to provide the Christmas trees/ new lights and some
new brackets for the Parish this year. We have already ordered 20 shiny new brackets
from Richard, at Blackmore Vale Forge. Some of the metal tree brackets on properties
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News & Events continued

need to be replaced and some extra new ones can also be put up this year as required.
The large 16 foot Christmas Tree will be sited at the Memorial on the A30 crossroads and
will be sourced from a local supplier near Shaftesbury. The smaller 3 to 4 foot house
mounted Christmas trees are coming from “Tree Trust” in Warwickshire. Thank you
Julie for your hard work in securing a great deal for us. Grass Roots will be taking orders
for Christmas trees nearer to December, probably in November, pop in and place your
order, support your local Garden Centre.
This June also saw the forming of the Henstridge Gardening Club, incorporating several
existing village groups under one name, consisting of a group of ladies/gentlemen with
the ideas to spruce up the village a bit, through the medium of colourful plants and the
addition of flower beds in popular sites ! The flower bed at The Bird in Hand is wonderful and Mark’s contribution of a spare pair of his trousers and used mucky wellies had
the judges for the ”South West in Bloom” competition chuckling !!!!
H.G.C. first meeting was held at the village hall and lots of plans and ideas were forthcoming ……..watch that space !!
Again I must thank the Parish Council for the second Grant they awarded PEG’s recently,
to be used to support the planting and enhancement by “flower/tree power” for the Parish of Henstridge under the Henstridge Gardening Club direction and care. To date we
have placed some small tubs by the Parish name boards and the stone at Yenston. We also
hope to include Bowden with some planting too this winter, once we have official permission from S.S.D.C. We will be looking to mark out and dig over flower beds by the road
signage boards and in the spring plant with a variety of colourful bulbs. In the early summer you will see shrubs and plants planted. Wildlife planting will be ongoing throughout
the village, when we can source some good seed, on the smaller verges and grass areas. If
you know of a verge in need let us know.
There will be regular updates through the Wot’s On magazine but if you would like to
volunteer and get involved or have ideas to pass on please do get in touch with us by
phone my name is Christine Steel and my number is 07855 370532
STOP PRESS.—The Parish Enhancement Group would like to thank the organisers of the
monthly quiz at The Bird in Hand on the last Thursday of the month (8 for 8.30pm) , for
the fantastic donation of £176.05 to PEG’s from the quiz proceeds in July. Thanks John,
Andy and all.

Church Flowers and Cleaning
Flowers and a clean church enhance worship and I am grateful to those who have put
their names on the flower list and have offered to help with the cleaning. There is always
room for a few more to join our very small band. We have a flower fund which can be
used if flowers or money are in short supply but it is always in need of a top up. If you
would like flowers arranged for a Sunday near a special anniversary please get in touch.
Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 07712 824747 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Henstridge Youth Club
Our Youth Club is presently provided by Youth Connect South West (YCSW). Our
Young People and the new providers have settled in well with each other, along with the
support of the familiar faces of the Youth Club volunteers.
We now have nine volunteers (soon to be 10) who are all DBS checked and trained. We
follow a rota to ensure that there is a minimum of 1 volunteer per week to support the 2
YCSW staff and to run the tuck shop. There are often a few of us there because we all
love working with our Young People. We usually have 30 or more Young People attending, including from Stalbridge and Milborne Port (whose Youth Clubs are presently
closed) and Sherborne.
Each week, YCSW provides a cooking activity, where the Young People are supervised
to cook or create something to eat. They have made fruit pizzas, quesadillas, fruit pancakes (making their own pancake mix), barbecued food and more. There is always a
sport activity, either football, rounders etc and table tennis, badminton, circus skills and
more.
There is always an art arena, usually with several art
options for different age
ranges. Art activities have
included clay modelling,
Easter toys/hats, making
jewellery, acrylic artwork
on old vinyl records (some
stunning pieces were created).
Some of our older Young
People are now training
with YCSW to be YCSW
volunteer staff. It is so
heartening for us to see
these opportunities being
taken up.
We are beginning to forge relations with Stalbridge Youth Club and looking at ways that
we can offer our Young People mutual support and share facilities to enrich what we can
offer.
If you are interested in joining our friendly team, please contact the Henstridge Youth
Club Committee Chair

Jane Rose - Tel: 01963 362048 or Mob: 07761185630
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Henstridge Festival
We now have several new
members on the Festival
C.I.C. enabling us to continue
our plans for the next Henstridge Summer Festival.
These plans include a new
site map (please see a taster in
the photo)
We don't have a confirmed date as yet, as there are many considerations that we are juggling. We hope to be in a position to hold our second festival in 2023. We will keep you
updated. If you have any skills to bring to the table please let us know. We really want to
utilise local talent/input wherever possible.
Please contact the Festival C.I.C. Chair Jane Rose - Tel: 01963 362048 or Mob: 07761185630

Wincanton Silver Band
Henstridge is in for a treat on 1st October
when the award-winning Wincanton Silver
Band holds a gala concert in St. Nicholas
Church Henstridge.
Now things are looking like returning to
some sort of normality, we are very fortunate to be amongst the first since the pandemic to have the band join us.
With their varied repertoire and skills the
evening looks like being one to remember.
The band has regularly received awards
over the years and it certainly will be an
excellent event.
The concert will commence at 7.30 pm on
Saturday, 1st October in St. Nicholas
Church.
Tickets cost £10 each and include a glass of
wine and nibbles in the interval, proceeds
are in support of St. Nicholas Church.
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Henstridge Defibrillator Project - Update
In June this year there was an incident at our school when a person (an adult) collapsed.
A member of school staff ran to retrieve the defibrillator from The Bird car park. Fortunately the person recovered and the defibrillator was not needed.
However, this incident made us think that having a defibrillator at the school would be a
good idea knowing that, surprisingly, children can also suffer cardiac arrest as well as
adults.
A generous donation from the Blackmore Vale Lions made the purchase possible so that
our school is now the owner of the fourth defibrillator in
this village. We hope that none of these machines will
ever be needed but we are better equipped than most
villages to deal with a cardiac arrest situation.
Meanwhile, the Yenston phone box, which houses one of
our machines, was looking rather drab so we decided to
give it a new coat of paint to make it more visible and
therefore more aware to people in that area. Many
thanks to Frazer for helping us apply the paint. Two
Yenston residents were so pleased to see the improvement that they gave two bottles of wine to the painters.
Much appreciated. Perhaps we should apply a second
coat sometime soon!
If you need to know more about dealing with cardiac
arrest situations and training options that are available
contact:Simon Cullum simoncullum0@gmail.com
John Graham jgedcf@talktalk.net

#BringAPicnicNotABBQ
If British Summer Time and warmer days means you will be visiting one of Dorset &
Wiltshire’s local heathlands or outdoors spaces to enjoy the wildlife and wilderness,
please take a picnic.
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service (DWFRS) are encouraging residents and visitors to take a picnic and not BBQ. Warmer and breezy weather increases the risk of accidental or deliberate fires in our open spaces. A wildfire can move at speeds faster than an
Olympic sprinter, so we are asking people who are out and about to follow some simple
steps:
If you are enjoying our open spaces when a fire occurs, get to a safe place and call 999
with as much information as possible.
Consider downloading and using What3Words to identify your exact location.
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You can also help by reporting any antisocial behaviour on the heath to the Police on 101.
During 2021, DWFRS dealt with 494
fires in the open. In 2022, we have already seen large wildfires in Dorset &
Wiltshire and firefighters across the UK
have dealt with more wildfires between
January and May than in the whole of
2021 (243 compared to 237 in 2021).
Area Manager Marc House, Head of Prevention at DWFRS said: “As we move into the
summer, with longer daylight hours and warmer weather, understandably more people
want to get out and use Dorset & Wiltshire’s natural environments. There is a trend that
the number of deliberately set fires and fires caused by BBQs and bonfires in these open
spaces, increases.
He added: “I cannot stress enough how important it is to take extra care when enjoying
our beautiful open and forestry areas. If you are a smoker, please extinguish them fully
before disposing of them responsibly – never ever just throw them away lit, similar to
throwing them out from car windows – the result could be 50 or 100 firefighters tackling
the subsequent blaze.”
Anyone caught starting a fire on a heath will be prosecuted whether it is a case of deliberate arson or neglect, for example an unauthorised camp fire or a disposable BBQ that gets
out of control. Wildfires cost lives not only
to endangered plants and animals but also
put people and houses in danger.
We need your help to protect our countryside. Please #BringAPicnicNotABBQ

MB Electrical – Part P Registered
Mike Barnes domestic electrical work
& PAT testing
Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590
Vale Auto Services
Low Cost Motoring Centre
Premium service at sensible prices
MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday
Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres,
Laser Wheel Alignment
Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car
Telephone: 01963 362843
Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk
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Wessex Activity Group
It’s been a busy spring and summer for the Wagsters with
Skittles nights, the Jubilee, a Paddlesport session and picnics
in the park!
Activity-wise we’ve been out for a few bike rides, walks and
the odd session at the Green Gym on the recreational ground.
In June we challenged the CAMEO group to a Skittles match
at the Bird in Hand. It was great fun and despite the CAMEO
members saying they weren’t very good, we only won by one
pin. We are hoping for a re-match!

The Wagsters got together over the Jubilee, encouraging others to take part in Circus Skills and Village Games on the rec on the Saturday. Queen
Elspeth graced us with a visit and a commemorative photograph in the picture frame!
After all the street parties on the Sunday, a few of us met up for a WAG garden party and
a final glass of PIMMs to end the celebrations.
A group of us had the opportunity to try out some paddle sports with Steve Burrows
Training on the River Parrett at Langport. Paddleboards, canoes and kayaks were on
offer to have a go in with some instruction from Steve. Those that didn’t want to paddle
took a walk along the river bank and we all met up for a picnic afterwards, followed by a
trip out to Swell Wood to spot the Common Cranes that have been introduced on to the
Levels and Herons and Egrets nesting in the trees.
Other social events include an evening picnic on the rec with a game of Kubb. Some of
you may have heard of this game or seen us playing. It’s an old Viking game, apparently
originally played with skulls and thighbones! No skill is required and it’s a lot of fun.
Steve has also introduced the game to those at Loose Ends, the Friday coffee morning at
the village hall.
Many thanks to the Wagsters who have been lending a helping hand here and there, including those that gave their time for Steve’s activities
on the rec and those that helped water the shrubs in the
new border, also on the rec. Funding has been approved to create a Boules/Petanque court adjacent to
the patio and this will be built by members of WAG
later this summer. It will be available for anyone to use
and the Wagsters are looking forward to a match or
two!
WAG (Wessex Activity Group) is a social group for adults
who want to get outdoors and get some exercise but don’t
want to do it on their own. We are a small, friendly group of
people of all abilities and new members are welcome! Membership is free and we use Whatsapp to contact each other.
Contact Steve 07710 120564 for more info.
Steve Burrows
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Special Feature – The Balsam Centre

The Balsam Centre
From Wincanton’s High Street,
turn into the Memorial Car Park
and you will find The Balsam
Centre. The Centre is owned and
managed by Wincanton Community Venture, a local independent
charity which receives funding
from different sources. It was
originally set up by members of
the local community to fill a gap
in health, social and therapeutic
activities and services in Wincanton & the surrounding area.
A succinct summary of what this organisation is about can be seen in its Mission
Statement
“The Balsam Centre exists to reduce inequalities and to provide health, social, cultural
opportunities for individuals and communities in
its area of benefit”

The building sits in Balsam Park, Wincanton.
The origin of the name ‘Balsam’ remains a
mystery. The original building was a cottage
hospital built in the 1930s. This was purchased by
Wincanton Community Venture in 1999, who
brought in funding from others including the South
West Regional Development Agency, the National
Lottery, SSDC and some private individuals. The
Centre opened for business in 2001.
A lottery grant in 2006 enabled a major development to take place, which is what you
see when approaching from the car park, contrasting with
the typical 30s look of the original building.
The Centre is led by Centre Manager, Sue Place, who took
on the role in 2002. Sue grew up in East Sussex, went to
agricultural college in Devon then worked in the dairy
industry. This was followed by marriage to Stephen who
was working for MAFF (the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries) and was then transferred to Cardiff. Subsequently, their two children were born in Wales. Soon after, the wider family – The Places in Wales, Sue’s parents in
Sussex and her brother & his wife in London – decided
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they should all plan to live in the same part of the country to better support one another.
As a result, Sue & family came to be in Henstridge, with other family members in Templecombe and Milborne Port.
To be part of a community was something new for Sue having lived almost exclusively in
remote locations – to have 3 pubs, a shop, a school and a village hall in Henstridge was
quite exciting. She felt good about being part of a community and this encouraged her to
apply for the job of Henstridge Youth & Community Worker working on behalf of SSDC.
Having been appointed to the job, she trained as a Youth Worker and also received Community Development training. Having been asked to set up a Youth Club in Henstridge
she set out to knock on doors to make
contact with people. This experience
was to inform actions in her later career. She came to the conclusion that
personal contact is essential if you are
going to do any work in this field that
is meaningful. The Balsam Centre is
unique in that the contact and local
knowledge they have developed
within the community makes things
possible.
So what facilities does The Balsam
Centre offer? As a Healthy Living
Centre open to the entire community,
it promotes health & wellbeing by
providing activities that are easy to
access and enjoyable and also by giving individual support and help to people as necessary. Such activities are generally free and include opportunities that lead to better diet,
increased physical activity and improved emotional health. An example of how this
works in practice is The Men’s Shed where men from different backgrounds and circumstances can socialise and work on community projects such as restoring park benches and
making owl boxes.
In 2007 the Balsam Centre became a Sure Start
Children’s Centre combining existing healthy
living aspects with child and early years focused
activities and family support. Following the closure of the Somerset Children’s Centres in 2015,
the Balsam Centre set up its own community
nursery, Conkers.
The Balsam Centre is an ideal town centre venue
with a modern hall, a range of meeting rooms and
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some specialist areas such the fully equipped training kitchen which are all available to
hire.
The People, Plants, & Pollinators Garden is a new area under construction in the front
garden developed by the Growing Space charity, also on site.
The building hosts numerous exercise & fitness classes – well known to increase mental
and physical health. Classes include Yoga, Pilates, Flexercise ,Tai Chi and Health Walks.
If looking for advice, or transport, the Services page of www.balsamcentre.org.uk provides information about the CAT bus and Citizens Advice as well as information on Midwives and Health Visitors also based at the Centre.
The operation has grown significantly in the last 10 years driven by the community
demonstrating the need for these services but, crucially, through funders and donors
commitments.
The funders include:The Big Lottery, Comic Relief, South Somerset District Council, Somerset Foundation
Trust, The Melville Family Trust, Somerset County Council, and Wincanton Town Council.

Could you become a
Friend of the Balsam Centre ?
The Balsam Centre is an independent,
local charity delivering health and wellbeing services, especially mental health
support, in Wincanton and surrounding
rural areas – including Henstridge !
The Centre works with people of any age,
background or circumstances at whatever
point in their lives that they seek help.

We couldn’t possibly list all the activities on
offer in this short article so visit
www.balsamcentre.org.uk and you will be
amazed by the range of things on offer. At
the same time why not consider volunteering or donating to what is a uniquely valuable organisation,
This is a unique institution providing health
care in the broadest sense. Every town needs
a Balsam Centre.
John Graham

Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to a
regular monthly or quarterly donation to
support the work of the Centre.
Please
contact
Sue
Place
sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 01963
31842 for an application form.

Thank You !
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Westree Company
Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale.
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds,
summerhouses, garden rooms,
equestrian buildings, garages
Telephone: 01963 362615
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk

In the Garden

Jottings from the Lady Shed

The prize for attracting wildlife to the garden will
not be won by this household, not a hedgehog in
sight, but in the spring minor success occurred. I
was given a solitary little bee house for my birthday. Another one of those, I ungratefully thought.
We had inherited one, with still no inhabitants kept
hidden in a tree. Hubby without consultation,
hung my present on the fence, exposed for all to
see. Within days it had attracted a very grateful insect.
Identification quickly ensued; consensus is that a nonaggressive solitary bee has taken up residence. Apparently 240 species i.e., 90% of bees are solitary and as they
distribute pollen as they fly,
they make star pollinators. The old bee house was quickly
cleaned and is number 2 on the fence, filling up as I write.
Loving a bargain, we screech to a stop as a roadside stall
comes in sight, to see what is on offer. Amongst the £1 buys
a few years ago were some abutilons (Indian mallow, flowering maple). These must be quite hardy as after putting
into containers, neglect ruled for a couple of years. One has
flowered, so another identification challenge arose. Together with hollyhocks, mallow and hibiscus, abutilon is part of
the large mallow family. Showy, mostly bell-like flowers
and highly colourful
calyces and stamens, the
one in flower is probably
Abutilon pictum. A variegated leaf abutilon has yet to
flower, a challenge for another year.
It is difficult writing about Autumn when the sun is
shining and the earth is crying out for water, but we
should think ahead garden wise for more drought tolerant plants. My eye is drawn to the neat ground covering sedum that can take full sun, Sedum
(takesimense Atlantis), but be warned this is hardy,
obviously, only when established, as since it won RHS
plant of the year in 2019, I have lost a few plants. Not
wishing to neglect this purchase, I shall lay on the
lawn in the sun to enjoy it.

Susan Kidd née Billitt

27/7/22
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Clubs & Societies

The Henstridge Flyers WI
I am happy to report that we were able to have our Christmas dinner in March, and
even though there was no turkey or Christmas pudding, we all had a lovely time!
Our guests were entertained by a well-known group of travelling minstrels, who
gave a rendering of ‘If I were not upon the stage, something else I’d like to be’.
Our fashion show was a huge success and very well supported. Our friends at The
Honesty Jar supplied the outfits, and a team of attractive models showed them off
to perfection! Supper was provided, with plenty of wine to go with it. Profits were
divided between The Honesty Jar and Henstridge Flyers. The whole thing was
recorded for posterity by Dave Thompson and his camera.

As usual we provided refreshments for the annual parish meeting, with their donation
being added to our funds.
We have had some interesting speakers:
Yeovil Freewheelers, who deliver blood and specimens around the country;
School in a Bag who provide stationery etc to children around the world.
Our bench in Oakvale wood has been installed, so please go along and test it! Plans are
afoot for the planting of wild flowers later in the Summer.
We have had a cream tea to celebrate the Jubilee, a visit to see the lavender at The Story
Pig, a meal out in Sherborne after our talk at Castle Gardens and a quiz at The Bird in
Hand.
I am happy to say that we have gained more members (including an honorary baby) and
are going from strength to strength. Please come and join us, make new friends and have
fun. (Jam making skills not required)!
Sue Latimer, secretary 01963 365765
susanlatimer155@gmail

CAMEO
In June we had Skittles at the Bird in Hand. Steve Burrows got a team together and a
very jolly evening was had by all. Chris did the food which as usual was very welcome.
Steve’s team beat us but only just, We are going to have a rematch in August.
Our July meeting was on a very hot afternoon, where Scones, Strawberries , cream and
Proseccco were very welcome. We had a very good turnout.
There will be a break for August, and in September there will be Quiz night.
Enjoy the summer holidays.
Ros Browning
Blackmore Vale Forge
General blacksmith and welding
Telephone: 01963 364116
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons)
Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac,
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout.
Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm
Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk
Web: www.dcenet.co.uk
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News from the Hive
We are having a wonderful summer even if
the extreme heat is making us work very
hard. We don’t have air con in a hive so all
the cooling and evaporation of moisture in
the hive is due to us worker bees flapping
our wings. When there is little or no rain we
are reliant on people putting out water in shallow trays for us with a stone or piece of
wood for us to land on. Ken raided the kitchen for suitable containers and makes sure
they are topped up.
Thank you for all the bee friendly plants you are growing but there is always a need for
more so please think of areas where weeds could be left and try to sow a few things we
and many other pollinators would like to visit. If you are expecting us to visit your
runner bean flowers you will be disappointed as we haven’t got the length of tongue
needed. Bumble bees of all sizes and colours are the ones you want to encourage but they
need holes in the ground or old tree stumps in which to build their nests. Think about
making a bee hotel for those solitary bees and your beans will flourish especially if you
improve the soil as well.
Some of us have had a couple of trips out this
year. We went to Horsington fete on a
miserable drizzly day when we had to try to
keep the queen bee warm and to
Templecombe ladies group on a very hot
evening when we had to work hard to keep
her cool. Not sure she was as hot as Ken was
but they enjoyed it and purchased lots of
honey. We hear we might be going out again.
Ken has been taking off honey this week and
will be working hard on his entries for
Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show. There is
plenty of honey which is just a phone call or
doorbell away from you.
Sun’s come out must buzz off to work again.
Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769
lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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News From the Lions’ Den
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE
LIONS CLUB.
GREAT NEWS !! we have 4 new members. Simon and Gail Cullum
from Henstridge and Tim and Julie Otter from Stalbridge
Who’d have thought it I am now
President again – for the 5th time since
2008.

I was put to work straight away
presenting a cheque to Head teacher
Alison Shearer at St. Nicholas School,
Henstridge so they can buy a defibrillator.
Here I am with Bill Brown our
community services chair, Alison and
some very happy school children .
We will provide marshals for the
Doddler’s half marathon to be held in
Sturminster Newton and surrounding
villages in August.
We will have our usual spot with our
Tombola at the Cheese Fair in September and will be busy helping at the Town Gate
entrance selling admission tickets.
Why not join us? We have a great deal of fun especially at our social occasions e.g. our
monthly dinners, skittles matches etc.. As always we continue with helping those in need
locally.
Our motto as ever is “we serve”.
Lion President Peter Oswick
01963 363281 peter.oswick@btinternet.com
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u3a
After a menu and a photo from the May Jubilee Lunch
Party was sent to the Queen, Buckingham Palace replied thanking us, a finishing touch to
a grand local occasion
Much interest was shown after the Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum talk in July
that a visit there may be arranged for next year.
Come for a chat over a glass of wine or tea and cake on September 6 th from 2-4:30pm,
when the 2022/3 list of speakers will be available and our group leaders will be on hand
to discuss their group’s activities. Groups new this season are photography and board
games.
Put in your diary our next talk on 1 st November when local model railway enthusiast
Andy McMillan, whose company makes bespoke model railways, will bring along his
train set.
Henstridge Village Hall BA8 0QD.
Tel: 01963 362107
Susan Kidd Chair
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Helplines
Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org
Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free)
www.youngminds.org.uk
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free
www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk
Childline 0800 1111 9 am -3.30am free
www.childline.org.uk

The Silver Line (for older people) 0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free
www.thesilverline.org.uk
Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm)
www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button
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Henstridge History

Edwardian
Henstridge

Previously we have looked
at
early
Victorian
Henstridge, over a fiftyyear period from 1801 –
1851 and found it was a
young, growing village
with a rising population
attributed not to migration
or industrialisation, but a 1. Road workers in Yenston creating a new surface for the A357
rising birth rate outstripping
the death rate. Residents including children were mainly employed in agriculture or the
local gloving industry. You might recall that in 1851 the population of 1,162 residents
were occupying just 264 houses, and more amazingly 83% of the people were under the
age of 49. Sixty years on in 1911 one might correctly conceive, based on earlier trends, a
much larger population than 1851 and perhaps many new homes. However figures show
a slightly reduced number of 1,139 people crammed into fewer houses (235) and still only
occupying roughly 35 per cent of the total parish land mass of 4,300 acres. [Census
information for England and Wales 1911.] Housing was still generally concentrated in the
High Street, Church Street, Southmead Lane, Whitechurch, Ash End and the Townsend
areas, constructed mainly from building stone, blue lias, a type of limestone from the
quarry in Landshire Lane. The quarry gave work to a small workforce of quarriers,
diggers, stoneworkers, rough masons, paviours, who made pavements, and scapplers
who shaped the stone for local stonemasons such as Harry Case and Frederick Parsons.
John Ford was operating another quarry at Bowden where stone was used for road
making. Roads leading into the village were previously toll roads with tolls being paid
to Lord Stalbridge and collected at the Toll Houses on the junction of Marsh Lane with
Shaftesbury Road and at Landshire Lane. During this time, the main A357 road from
Blandford to Shepton Mallet was getting a face lift, upgrading the dusty carriageway to a
new tarmac surface.
For sure by 1911 Henstridge had grown into a vibrant commercial centre with more than
73 businesses listed in 1914 Kelly's Directory. Even so most village residents were still
engaged in either agriculture or industrial based work, continuing to follow previous
trends where agriculture remained one of the main occupations for those living in
smaller parishes nearer to smaller urban centres. [E P Thompson, The Making of the English
Working Class (1980 London)] Henstridge nurtured a traditional rural economy where the
land was a hard taskmaster engaging a vast army in a daily battle to keep it healthy,
yielding and financially viable. Unsurprisingly an agricultural labourer was in demand,
with work available on the Inwood Estate or any one of the thirty farms in the parish.
Farming was not a particularly stable occupation as the high proportion of tenant farms
changed hands at surprisingly regular intervals, curtailing opportunity for many
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holdings to pass along the traditional lines of father to son. One of the few women
farmers was 62-year-old widow, Sarah Ann Bastable, whose family had been farming at
Higher Marsh Farm for thirty years aided by her sons and her cousin Hester. The
Bastable family vacated the farm just before war broke out in 1914 when Sarah died.
[Western Gazette July 1914]
One entrepreneurial farmer was cheese maker Rufus Maidment who owned Common
Lane Dairy in Yenston and made a living there for over twenty years until the outbreak
of the First World War. Cheese making was a prosperous business particularly as cheese
formed part of the staple diet of many, along with bread and potatoes. Meat or cheese
was sometimes given to casual farm labourers in lieu of wages. Cheese produced at the
dairy was made to a secret time-honoured family recipe, involving various undisclosed
rituals and traditions. Certainly, based in Common Lane, near the railway, the company
had easy access to export the produce out of the parish. Locally made cheeses and butters
survived the depression of earlier years, by feeding on local rivalry, particularly with the
Dorset dairies. Somerset cheese of the ‘Cheddar’ variety was reputed to be of a supreme
quality, due to the generous proportions of cream used. [Barbara Kerr Bound to the Soil ]
Agricultural wages were notoriously low forcing many households to supplement
incomes and creating the second largest occupational group in the parish, outworkers
for the local gloving industry in Milborne Port. In 1914 Thomas Ensor’s of West Hill in
Milborne Port was employing ‘470 outworkers who produced 800-1,000 dozen pairs of
leather gloves per week.’ The leather making process was hot and sweaty hard work, and
very time consuming, requiring many skilled and unskilled persons to heave about and
process sheepskins from South Africa. The skins were soaked in pits of lime and water
before being hung out on beams, where the wool was scraped off the skins. The skins
were then dried, treated with chromium salts, and hung in huge drums ready for
staining, after which they were dried in big ovens and given a final cleaning. In the
factory glove cutters converted the skins into tranks (six-foot skins) enough for three
pairs of gloves
‘Waste from the pelts and sludge from the pits were taken by cart to the refuse pit, next
to the Charcoal Burners Camp, in Landshire Lane, Henstridge.’ [Memories from the late
Fred Pearce of Milborne Port. ]
The local gloving agent in Henstridge was William Costello, originally from Spitalfields,
London, who lived at Sunnyside in Whitechurch Lane. William gave out the work to the
many women and children outworkers who earned their living from the industry.
Gloving work was highly skilled, gloves were usually hand sewn, requiring precision
sewing and good eyesight; it was also exceedingly poorly paid. Women wanting a
sewing machine were expected to purchase their own, paid for by weekly instalments
deducted from wages.
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Women did take work outside of the home, usually domestic work, long hours and
poorly paid. Servants were employed by the gentry and prosperous business people and
viewed as a measure of status and wealth. Certainly, doctors and bankers were likely to
employ no less than three servants. The ranking of servants depended very much on the
size of the house and the number of positions available. Young women coveting a
position in the bigger houses were often under the mistaken belief that the larger
households offered better working conditions and pay, as well as a chance to rise through
the hierarchy.
‘Many employers were unhappy with girls from working class backgrounds believing
them to be ignorant of the names of furniture or utensils.’ [Pamela Horn The Rise and Fall
of the Victorian Servant]
Typically, staff were often recruited from afar, less to do with copious efforts to curtail
any juicy family scandal from reaching the ears of local residents and more about
matching the positions to the best qualified applicants. The most popular and soughtafter person was the ‘general servant’ who was proficient in any number of tasks, and
individuals possessing many varied skills were in a good bargaining position to sell
themselves. Most general servants aspiring to rise to house or kitchen maid secretly
dreamed of becoming a cook, the most desirable position of all. Nonetheless a general
servant’s life was harsh, and in many households, they were ‘the first to rise and the last
to bed.’ Just before the First World War, it was not unusual for girls as young as thirteen
to be hired by families for domestic work.
Seems remarkable now that in 1911 children left school to join the work force at aged 12
years, sometimes before if an
exemption could be gained. As
previously found in 1851 there were
21 children aged between 6 and 10
recorded as working. Twenty years
later in 1870 the Education Act made
schooling compulsory for children
aged between 5 and 12 and was said
to curb the number of working
children in this age group. The
National School in Henstridge was
built in 1872 at a cost of £1,300, it
was a growing and thriving
establishment and such was its Pupils of St Nicholas School Henstridge during First World War
popularity that by 1903 there were with Headmaster Mr Shenton on the far right. The girl with the
seven teachers and 242 pupils. cross above her head was Miss Phyllis Rowland.
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[ Dunning Robert Victoria County History and Kelly’s Directory for 1914.] The bond between
school and church was strong, augmented by a deep commitment from the vicar Arthur
Dowell who reigned from 1894 until his resignation in 1904; he died less than a year later.
There was deep regret and sympathy expressed by Lady Guest, who at once set about the
practicalities of carrying on business as usual as Chairman until the new vicar Reverend
Firth arrived on the scene, a few months later during April 1905. The church sustained its
active role in education by ensuring the current vicar was always Chairman of the board
of school managers.
Despite a drop in numbers attending the school to 180, during 1910 when Mr John
Shenton was head teacher from (1909 – 1921) the school Inspectors decided to segregate
the playgrounds into ‘boys’ and ‘girls’. He continued to forge strong links between school
and church by doubling up as choirmaster. School was a busy, but somewhat rigid
environment with pupils regularly receiving hefty doses of chastisement, the more
rebellious pupils apparently ‘reformed’ by numerous beatings with the cane. All were
living under the rule of the school cane and public hanging. Village discipline fell to the
chief law enforcer, police constable Charles Bartlett of the County Police Station at Ash
End, the nerve centre for all police work, conducted on foot round the parish. Perhaps
poor police pay provoked a spot of moonlighting, as it seems Charles Bartlett, was not
only the village copper but also the village cobbler!
By far, the largest single employer in the parish during this time was the Inwood Estate,
which required a lot of people to look after it. Over 60 staff were employed in the house,
stables, and grounds to ensure its effective daily running. A huge live-in staff consisting
of a gamekeeper, a house steward, governess, housekeeper, ladies maid, three laundry
maids, four housemaids, kitchen maid, schoolroom maid, scullery maid, three footmen,
ten general male servants and grooms, six male gardeners, a hall boy, and a footman.
Furthermore,
the
large
stabling housing some 75
horses of top-class standing
and breeding required its
own staff of grooms and
horse men, including Frank
and Thomas Hannam. Each
groom looked after two
horses. Equestrian matters
came under the charge of
James Ford, the stud groom,
who was also responsible for
buying and selling horses for

The front drive to Inwood House at the turn of the century.
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the Guest family. Other staff came
from further afield such as Arthur
Edgar Bence, the farm bailiff. The
pleasure gardens, lush lawns, kitchen
garden, wild garden and the Tower
Garden also required a staff of
gardeners working under the direction
of Hester William, the head gardener.
One of the key posts on the estate was
that of land agent and this belonged to Thomas Hancock. A typical land agent functioned
as a buffer between the landowner and tenant (including tenant farmers) and could be
either employed or self-employed and work for several different clients. In 1914 Thomas
Hancock was a ‘steward’ sharing his services between the owner of Cross House, J. R.
Angerstien and Lady Theodora. [Kelly’s Directory 1914.] Only the wealthier households
employed a steward whose position was ranked as of higher status amongst other
servants, often commanding a salary of up to £1,000 per annum, depending upon an
employers’ standing. The workload of a steward could easily encompass managing
household accounts, ensuring domestic arrangements ran smoothly, as well as a
responsibility for staff discipline. Stewards often had their own quarters, and some even
had a servant attending their needs. This traditional position had survived over two
hundred years of changes within the aristocracy. In the early seventeenth century a
steward was employed to cover for absentee landowners but by the nineteenth century
the role had developed into a profession upheld by an elite group.
Another super talented gentleman was Robert Lovelace who arrived in Henstridge in
1880 and soon had a thriving engineering business on the A30 in Shaftesbury Road. He
secured a contract to do the iron and metal work for Inwood House including the
spectacular front gates. Robert married Caroline and later developed his engineering
talents to become a pioneering cycle maker inventing the ladies cycle, the first one being
ridden by his wife, Caroline. He became famous nationally as the inventor who patented
the rubber tyre, which was later sold to Dunlop.
Robert’s invention was soon followed by ‘the Little
Wonder a light weight cycle claimed to be the
strongest and lightest machine ever made.’ This
clever man’s entrepreneurial talents later expanded
into the newly developing motor industry. Robert
was also a sporting man involved in grass track
racing with the NCU and ‘one of the champions of
his day.’
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Besides farming,
gloving and
estate work, there were two
main industries in Edwardian
Henstridge:
South
Western
Dairies and the Somerset and
Dorset
Joint
Railway.
South
Western Dairies, the only factory
in Henstridge,
was located in
Vale Street, three doors down
from Minterns the Drapers, (now
Hobbyts House.) Richard Davis, Spring House, Vale Street, home to Mr James Rillie, the Manager
of South Western Dairies.
originally from West Pennard, had
overseen the factory since 1906, moving to the village with is wife and four children,
William, Charles, Norah, and Rose. During
1914 James Rillie the new manager took up
residence in Spring House with his two
children, Melville Bruce, and Kenneth.
Modern
technology
arrived
shortly
afterwards when South Western Dairies was
assigned the first business telephone number
of Milborne Port 2.
The South Western Dairies had three main
Once inside the factory the milk was stored in
branches located in Somerset, Henstridge,
huge vats ready for the cheese and butter makBruton and Martock. The main Dairies were in
ing processes to start.
Sherborne, Dorset. Cheese was the
main produce made at the factory in
huge vats and the huge chimney
was a landmark for miles around.
Produce also included a specialist
own brand ‘Rich Filbert Cream Butter,’
cheese truckles (small barrel shaped
cheese) as well as milk and cream. A
good working relationship existed
with the local dairy farmers who
brought milk to the factory in
Employees of the South Western Dairies from left to right.
churns, each holding seventeen
Fred Fishlock, Jim Hooper, Hazel Davis, Frank Hooper (served
gallons. On Sundays after church, the
in the war) Ernest Cook, James Rillie the Manager and Ken
children of local families could go
Rillie his son.

Page 40

Henstridge History continued

down to the ‘milk factory’ to fill up their jugs with cream for Sunday lunch. [Memories
provided the late Mrs Rene Strutt.] Some farmers had contracts with the big city dairies and
their milk was delivered to the railway station where it was loaded up and sent on its
way to London. The milk needed consuming straight away, as there was no refrigeration
or pasteurisation processes to
preserve it.
The advent of the railway in 1860s
linked Henstridge to the outside
world by placing within easy
reach,
destinations
such
as
Bournemouth,
Wincanton,
Blandford and Bath. The station
was a busy, flourishing place run
by stationmaster Ambrose Norris
who lived nearby in the Station
House. Henstridge station may
have been the smallest on the line,
but its yard was developing into a profitable centre for coal merchants. John Snow and
Company were busy enough to find a local agent, John Ford, to run their parish
operations and it was Ford’s job to keep everyone in the area supplied with coal. Indeed,
demand for coal was sufficient to warrant the existence of more coal merchants, William
Davis, and William James Brown. The spacious depot was within reach of the single line
from Evercreech to Bath and for coal deliveries from the Mendip Collieries. During the
ensuing war years, the coal heaps were whitewashed in attempts to deter pilfering of the
supplies. [ Memories supplied by the late Mr Jack Mills.] Coal was the main source of fuel
for most households, although a parish gas supply was available from the Henstridge Gas
Company. The Parish Council paid for a supply for streetlights where every morning and
evening the lamp lighters, J. Hobbs for Yenston and A. Biss for Henstridge performed
their duties bringing light to the main parts of the parish. Gas was installed in some of
the larger households for lighting and cooking.
During July 1914, the mid-day express from Bournemouth to Templecombe smashed
through one of the crossing gates at Marsh Lane. The gatekeeper, having just let through
a horse and carriage, missed the bolt to secure the gate, and gusting wind blew it straight
across the track just as the speeding train was passing, ‘tossing the obstructing gate high
in the air.’ Many unsuspecting passengers spent nerve-racking minutes blissfully
unaware of what was happening; fortunately, no one was hurt. [The Western Gazette July
10, 1914.]
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Edwardian Henstridge was a tight-knit village, with generations of the same families
growing up together, knowing each other and their business very well, and some who
typically died without leaving its confines. Like many parishes on the eve of the First
World War, most in Henstridge were still living by archaic Victorian rules and values,
where deference, hard work, routine, and a life full of time worn traditions were the
order of the day. Certainly, no stagnant populace, far from it, as census information
reveals a proportion was of a transient nature moving on during the decades between
each enumeration. Migrants tended to come from nearby villages in search of work or
because of marriage. Homegrown businesses stimulated the economy combined with
infrequent incursions of businesspeople bringing inward investment. All made an impact
as Edwardian Henstridge was clearly a vibrant, thriving rural village, with a flourishing
high street and business community. This snapshot precedes the rise in popularity of the
motor car, and the time when the A30
would grow into the main route for motor
Bird in Hand
travellers, its proximation to the village
Your friendly local pub
would further stimulate the economy and
Skittle Alley available for functions
local businesses.
Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available
Lunch time bar snacks
Sky Sports
Telephone: 01963 362255

Caroline Rowland © July 2022

Page 42

Page 43

Fun & Games

Useful Information
Opening Times
Post Office

9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat

Shop
PO letter box collections

8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun
5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat

Numbers to Note
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy
District Councillor, Sarah Dyke
District Councillor, Nicola Clark

01963 362246
07979 535542
07429 831737

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery
Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies)
Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman
Hospital, Yeovil District

01963 250334
105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies)
01935 813991
01935 475122

Local MP, tbc
Parish Council (Emma Curtis)
Police, non emergency and PCSOs
South Somerset District Council
Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace

07745 270285 or 01963 250015
101
01935 462462
01963 370423

Somerset County Council—Single number
St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary
Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols
Village Shop
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure)

0300 123 2224
01963 362308
henstridgebookings@gmail.com
01963 362784
0345 6004600

Clubs and Societies
Art Group
Bell Ringing
Blackmore Vale Lions
Blackmore Vale u3a
Book Club
Brownies & Rainbows
CAMEO
Explorers Pre School
History Group
Line Dancing
Loose Ends
Sports Club Committee
WAG
Women’s Institute

Liz Holbrook
Ellen Edwards
Peter Oswick
Susan Kidd
Gail Cullum
Jane Jeanes
Ros Browning
Anna Swinburn
Jean Lindley
Ros Browning
Gail Cullum
Steve Penny
Steve Burrows
Sue Latimer

01963 363193
01963 362282
01963 363281
01963 362107
01963 362878
01963 370769
01963 363016
07792 240804
01963 251256
01963 363016
01963 362878
01963 362157
07710 120564
01963 365765
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Mondays 10am –12, Village Hall
Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower
Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings
3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird
Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch.
1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall
Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:15pm (termtime)
Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall
Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall

3rd Tues monthly, 7:45 Village Hall

Editorial Team:

John Atkinson, Gail Cullum, Simon Cullum, John Graham, Kate Crowther
Elspeth Graham, Claire Norris (photos)

Reporter:

vacant position

Enquiries:

WotsOnEditor@gmail.com

Web:

www.wotsonhenstridge.info
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